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YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


During the month of June, 1844, a few 
Christian young men met in the upper room 
of a large mercantile house under the shadow 
of St. Paul’s in London. Their purpose was to 
consider what could be done to reach their 
fellow clerks and lead them to Christ. In 
order that the work might be systematized 
they organized a society and called it The 
Yonng Men’s Christian Association. 

Without attempting even a brief reference 
to the progress of this movement, we would 
call attention to its present world-wide organi- | 
zation by a summary of statistics gathered 
from the most recent reports. 

The Associations are grouped as follows; 
United States, . 
Dom. of Canada, 
Bermuda, ‘ 
S. America, (Chili), 
England, 
Scotland, 

Ireland, ~. 

France, 

Germany, 
Holland, 
Switzerland, 
Sweden and Nor- 


824 Spain and Portugal, 
56 Italy, . ‘ 
1 Turkey, 
1 Austria, 
198 Russia, 
188 Syria, 
18 India, 
65 China, . 
422 Japan, 
450 Africa 
209 


and Mada- 
gascar, ‘ : 
Australasia, = : 
way, 85 Hawaiian Kingdom, 
Belgium, . 24 
Denmark, . : 3 


5 
5 | 
1 


Total, . 2,671 


The membership of these Associations ap- 
proximates 200,000. World’s Conventions meet 
triennially. The last one held in London, 
July 30th—August 6th, 1881, was attended by 
upwards of 400 delegates, besides many corres- 
ponding members, from 155 Associations in 13 
countries. The executive power of these con- 
ventions is vested in a Central International | 
Committee, with headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, where a quorum resides. This 
Committee employs a traveling Secretary, | 
Charles Fermaud, of Geneva, who visits the | 
different countries of continental Europe in 


the interest of the work. | 


Several European countries have national 
committees, some of which employ traveling 
secretaries for the development of the work 
within their own bounds, 

In America the international work, in the 
United States and Canada, is far more thorough- 
ly organized than in the old world. 

Our Conventions, meeting biennially, elect 
an International Committee, with headquarters 
in New York Citys This Committee carries on 
the work mapped out by the conventions, 
through the agency of Secretaries, who are 
organizing and developing the work among 


| railroad men, college students, German speak- 


ing young men, commercial travelers, the 
colored young men of the South, and the vast 


| multitude of young men who crowd our busi- 


ness and professional life. 

As a result of the work of the International 
Committee, Associations have been organized 
at over 70 railroad centers, in 175 colleges, 
where are assembled 40,000 students, and in a 
number of cities where large German popula- 
tions are gathered. The work of perfecting 


State organizations has also been effectively 


prosecuted, and nine States employ Secretaries 
of their own. 

In addition to the Secretaries already men- 
tioned, over 250 young men are devoting afl 
their time to the work in about 150 cities, in 60 


| of which buildings are owned by the Associa- 


tions, and are fitted up with facilities adapted 


to meet the physical, social, mental and 


| spiritual wants of young men. 


The above is a bare synopsis of the progress 
and results of the Association during the first 
thirty-eight years of its existence. If this be 
the work of its infancy, what may we not 


| expect when it attains full manhood? 


——_o-—_, 


** Gov hath nor given us the spirit offear; but 
of power, and of love, and ofa sound mind. Ge 
not thou therefore ashamed of the testimonp of 
our Lord.”—JI Timothy i: 7, 8. 
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Lhe College Bulletin 


IS PUBLISHED BY THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 


OF 


The influence of a man for or against God is 
vastly increased by an education. 
So ) 
Less than one-fifth of the Christian men in 
our Colleges enter the ministry. 
=a 
Only one in sixty of our ministry enters the 





| Mission field, 


Doung Men's Christian Associations. 


All Communications for the Cot.tece Buttetix 
should be addressed to 


L. D. Wtsnarp, College Secretary, 
Corner 23d Street and Fourth Avenue, New York. 


The BuLtertty will be issued during the pres- 
ent College year, as usual, monthly from Oc- 
tober to April. 

Copies of the present issue of the BULLETIN 
aré sent to each College Association. Extra 
copies, if ordered immediately, may be had at 
the usual rates. 

The terms of subscription for the remaining 
six months will be the same as last year,—We 
will send, postpaid, a package of 

10 copies for 10 cents each month. 
23 “ a * “ " 
50 és “ 25 ‘6 ‘“ 6s 

Will the Secretary of each Association please 
call the attention of the members to this matter 
during the present month, and inform the 
College Secretary promptly how many copies 
the Association will require. 

Small sums may be enclosed in silver or 
postage stamps. Amounts over one dollar 
should be sent by Check, Postal Order or 
Registered Letter. 

The general circulation of the BULLETIN among 
students, with the information it furnishes of 
tried methods of work and of the successes at- 
tained in the various College Asssociations, is a 
matter of interest to every Christian student. 
Its value is manifest in the impetus given to 
Christian activity wherever it has been dis- 
tributed. 





_—_—! 


The International Committee has mailed to 
each College Association a copy of the Year Book 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associations for 
1882-1883. It is invaluable as a work of ready 
reference, and should be kept at all times easily 
accessible to the members of the Association. 


Less than one half of the 60,000 students in 
American Colleges are Christians. 

—o 

Very few men who graduate from College un- | 
believers in Christ ever accept him. 








o 
Seven-eighths (including women) of our 





| Christian students do not have a theological 


training. Nevertheless, they are called upon 
because of their education to assume positions 
of responsibility in the church which they are 
not qualified to fill without a good Bible train- 
ing. 
omen () oe 

In view of the preceding facts, what greater 
work devolves upon College students than such 
organized effort as will inform and equip 
Christian men for the work of to-day? 
0 

The majority of New England Colleges are in 
line. Dartmouth reports the organization of 
the first College Association of the new College 
year. 








DAY OF PRAYER FOR YOUNG MEN. 

The second Sabbath in November has for the 
past sixteen years been observed by Associations 
all over the world as a day of special prayer for 
young men and Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ations. The day this year occurs upon the 
twelfth of November. On this occasion the 
Associations, from California to Nova Scotia, 
from Great Britain to Japan, and in the Islands 
of the Pacific, will unite gm thought and prayer 
in behalf of the young men of more than a score 
of nations where the work is already organized. 

A large number of Associations observe the 
entire week following the second Sabbath in 
November by holding daily prayer and gospel 
meetings. It is hoped that the College Associ- 
ations, in accordance with their former custom, 
will at least observe the day. Don’t hold the 
meeting on some other day of the week. Ap- 
point iton Sunday. Make other meetings and 
engagements bend to this. We ought at least 
once a year to hold one International prayer 
meeting at which every Association is repre- 


/sented. We cannot all attend the Conventions, 


and when we do it is only through a few repre- 
sentatives. But every member of every Associ- 
ation in the world can and should attend this 
prayer meeting. A prayer meeting encircling the 
world! Why, there is an inspiration in the very 
thought whieh should stir us to enthusiasm. 
Let us not narrow down our petitions on this 




















oceasion, but let us ask largely. He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things ? 

-_—— )-—— 

George Muller, who is teaching the world 
such a wonderful object lesson on faith, says that 
the inspiration to his life of trust came to 
him through the last clause of Psalm Ixxxi, 10: 
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 
If the great prayer meeting on the twelfth 
of November could be characterized by 
this inspiration, what boundless blessings 
would follow the work for young men during 
the coming year. 


a, 


COLLEGE CONFERENCES, 


The Conferences of students held during the 
present year promise, if we may judge from the 
first one, to be much larger and more effective 
than those of preceding years. 

The College Secretary has just returned from | 
the Iowa Convention, where he met thirty-seven 
students, representing thirteen of the fourteen | 
Iowa College Associations. The College work | 
was thoroughly discussed and many suggestions 
were gathered by the students from the young 
men engaged in business and professional life. 
The valuable information and enthusiasm of 
the Convention will be transmitted by these 
thirty-seven delegates to the two thousand stu- | 
dents whom they represent, and we shall look 
for more intense spiritual activity followed by 
greater results than have ever before character- 
ized the work in Iowa Colleges. 

This is but the beginning. Just as the 
Bulletin goes to press the students of Illinois 
are gathering at their State Convention, and the 
opening indicates an attendance exceeding that 











} 
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in Iowa. In a few days the students of New | 


England will assemble at their annual Confer- 
ence held in connection with the Massachusetts 
Convention; and we learn that other States are 
moving with unprecedented activity in this 
work. 

The State Conventions should be attended 
without fail. No College can afford to lose the 
quickening which is invariably imparted by 
their returning delegates. 

— — (1) 
FIRST FIVE YEARS’ WORK OF THE COL- 
LEGE SECRETARY. 

The work of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association in Colleges was thoroughly in- 
augurated when, at the request of the twenty- 
five students who attended the International 
Convention in Louisville, in June, 1877, that 
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Convention instructed the Committee to under- 
take definite work in this important field. The 
plan of operation then adopted has been 
steadily adhered to, and in accordance with its 
provisions, I have for five years sought, as College 
Secretary of the Committee, to accomplish the 
following object, by the methods and with the 
results hereinafter stated. During the first 
year I spent three months in the work, and 
during the second, two months. Since then I 
have devoted all my time to it. 

I. Onsecr. —The object of the existence of the 
College Associations has been defined to be the 
thorough, systematic cultivation of the entire 
field of Christian work in college. This field 
embraces the following departments : 

1. A students’ prayer meeting. 

2. A Bible-class, whose special purpose is to 
render students familiar with the use of the 


| Word in dealing with the unconverted. 


3. Individual effort by which Christian stu- 
dents at the very beginning of their college 
course Will be led to take an open stand for 
Christ, and be helped in maintaining the same; 
also the exertion of such influences upon the 


| unconverted as will lead to their salvation 


while in college. 

4. Work in the neighborhood of the college 
in Sunday-schools, prayer meetings, jails, 
almshouses, ete. 

5. The development of an interest in Home 
and Foreign Missions by means of monthly 
missionary meetings. 

6. The establishment and maintenance of 
such inter-collegiate relations as will stimulate 
the individual Associations. 


II. Mernops or Work. — The following 
methods have been employed in the prosecution 
of the work : 

1. Correspondence.—Frequent correspondence 
has been maintained with College Associations, 
and with Colleges where organizations have 
not been affected, in order to acquaint students 
with the object and methods of the work. 
2,000 written and 4,000 papyrograph letters 
have been sent out. In correspondence be- 
tween the Associations, not less than 1,500 
letters have been exchanged. 

2. Publications. — Twenty-seven issues, or 
100,000 copies, of the CoLLEGE BULLETIN have 
been distributed among the students of every 
college in the United States and Canada. The 
larger part of this issue has been sent to 
College Associations, but the constant distri- 
bution of the BuLLeTiIn among Colleges in 
which Associations are not yet organized 
has proved invaluable in interesting their 
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students in the work. Five thousand circulars 
have been sent out relating to the origin, ob- 
ject, methods, results and advantages of the 
work, and more recently 5,000 copies of a 
pamphlet entitled ‘The work of a College 
Young Men’s Christian Association.” 

The Watchman has been extensively cir- 
culated, and subscription for denominational 
and evangelical missionary magazines has been 
recommended. 


3. Conventions.—I have attended thirty-five | 


of these, including three International, twenty- 
nine State and three District Conventions, and 
have thus met 3,600 students, from 115 Colleges. 
700 of these came to the Convention from a dis- 
tance, and 2,900 were connected with institu- 
tions located at points where Conventions were 
held. In addition to those above mentioned, 
400 students have represented 100 Colleges at 
56 other Conventions. 

4. Visitation.—This is a most important feat- 
ure of the work, and from it we are able to 
trace the most definite results. 

During five years I have made 208 visits to 
157 different Colleges, and have addressed 
21,000 students, not only meeting students in 
public gatherings, but collecting them in small 
groups, seeking them out individually, and 
striving to lead them to consecrate themselves 
to special phases of the work. 

In addition to these tours of visitation, a 
considerable number of visits have been made 
to Colleges by others, not only by State and 
International Secretaries, but by business men 
and volunteer workers. 

Resumé.—7,500 letters have been exchanged; 
110,000 printed documents distributed; 4,000 
students assembled in 100 Conventions, and 
250 visits made at 200 different points. By 
means of Conventions and visitation, the work 
has been brought to the attention of 25,000 
students in over one-half of the American 
Colleges. 

Ill. Resvutts.—When the International Com- 


mittee undertook the College work, five years | 
ago, there were 25 College Associations. There | 


are now 175, with 8,491 members. These 


Colleges contain 35,000 students, less than | 
one-half of whom are professing Christians. | 


The work carried on by these Associations is 
given at the close of this report. 

The College Associations have been chiefly 
instrumental in promoting revivals ot religion 
in their institutions, in which at least 3,500 
students have professed faith in Christ during 
the past five years. 

It is impossible to estimate the influences 
which have resulted and must result from the 





| impressions students have received by being 
brought into contact with each other in Con- 
| ventions, and also by having communicated 
| to them the methods and the need of work 
‘among the young men in business and pro- 
fessional life, from whom they are fora time 
| separated by College walls; but with whom and 
for whom they are to live and work. 

| Tae Worx or rae Past Year has not differed 
materially in methods from that preceding it. 

I have written 500 letters, and issued 1,000 
papyrograph letters, 23,000 copies of the Cor- 
LEGE Bouwetry; and 7,000 circulars and pam- 
phiets have been distributed. Sixty College 
Associations report 500 letters exchanged. 

I have attended one International, eight 
State and two District Conventions, meeting 
318 students from 86 Colleges; also 1,000 stu- 
dents at seven points where Conventions were 
held. 211 students have represented 90 Col- 
leges, at 25 other Conventions. Im all 1,529 
students have attended 35 Conventions. 

I have made 76 visits to 71 Colleges, meeting 
9,000 students, and held 102 public meetings. 
35 other Association workers have made 99 
visits to 65 Colleges. 

During last summer it was my privilege to 
present the College Work to the delegates 
assembled at the Conference of Associations in 
All Lands, in London, also to the Convention 
| of the Rhenish Westphalian Bund, in Elberfeld, 

Prussia, and the National Convention of Scot- 
land, in Alloa. The interest awakened among 
the delegates at these severe] Conventions was 
such as to encourage the hope that similar 
work will be undertaken among the students 
of Great Britain and the continent. This trip 
was not attended with any expense to the 
Committee. 

The results of the past year’s work may be 
summarized as follows: 
| 1. 175 College Associations are now in active 
| operation, 55 of which have been organized 
this year. 

2. They have a membership of 8,491 students. 

3. All of the Associations conduct devotional 
meetings. ; 

4. All of them hold business meetings. 

5. 74 report Bible Classes. 

6. 60 maintain missionary meetings. 
| 7. A considerable number engage in work in 
| the College neighborhood. 

8. 79 report the observance of the Day of 
Prayer for Colleges, the last Thursday in 
January. 

9. 94 College Associations report special re- 
ligious awakenings, in which about 1,300 stu- 
| dents have professed faith in Christ. 











<— |i 


1} 


al 





